
Understanding finances and the economy goes beyond tracking numbers. At Kelton, 
our teams stay on top of consumer attitudes and behavior to pinpoint themes and 
trends that have an impact on business. Here are the top financial services stories 

that got major attention last year and will continue making headlines in 2018.

Millennials Out-Saving Older Generations

When it comes to saving, 81 percent of Millennials 
put money away -- a higher rate than both Gen Xers 
and Boomers. Likewise, 35 percent of Millennials say 
they saved more in 2017 than the prior year compared 
to 25 percent of Xers and 22 percent of Boomers. 
(Source: Business Insider).

Getting Married? Yes, If You’re Privileged 

No longer the default in America, marriage is now tied to 
socioeconomic status more than ever before, a new survey 
says. In recent years, marriage has sharply declined among 
people without college degrees and those who feel 
financially unstable. (Source: New York Times)

Friends Love Talking. 
Just Don’t Bring Up Money

Kelton consulted with Bank of America on a 
questionnaire and report that showed how squeamish 
friends are when it comes to discussing finances. Friends 
would rather talk about dramas in their family or even 
their weight before talking about money. (Source: Kelton)

Most Employees Feel Meh About Their Jobs

A major biennial survey noted a sharp decline in worker 
satisfaction after several years of steady improvement. 
Roughly one-third of U.S. employees, or 35%, reported 
feeling satisfied with their financial situation, a drop from 
almost half, or 48%, two years ago. (Source: Forbes)

Baby Boomers Sneakier with 
Money Than Millennials

Whether it’s a hidden credit card or secret savings account, 
Baby Boomers are three times likelier to conceal financial 
habits from spouses than Millennials. About 12 million 
Americans hide a bank or credit card account from their live-
in spouse, partner or significant other. (Source: CBS News) 

Tooth Fairy Shelling Out Cash 
Like Never Before

Kelton and Delta Dental conducted a fascinating survey 
on the going rate the tooth fairy pays for a single tooth, 
and the results, well, hit a nerve. Thousands of media 
outlets reported that the value of a single tooth in 2017 
rose by 19.18% from the previous year, to $4.66, the 
highest reported since such numbers were first collected 
in 1998. (Source: Kelton) 
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Interested in learning more? Reach out to:
getattention@keltonglobal.com or 212-938-1088
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